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The AMFA members at ATA will be receiving bankruptcy settlement checks in the coming weeks.  The payment is the result of ATA failing to provide proper Worker Adjustment and Retraining Notification under the WARN Act which Congress passed into law in 1988.  The Act was created so that workers would have sufficient time to prepare for the transition from their current job to a new one.  Under the law ATA was required to provide 60 days notice before a layoff occurred.  Since ATA shut down flight operations immediately upon filing bankruptcy the employees did not received the federally required notice.  ATA, to their credit, decided to settle the violation by providing payments to compensate for the lack of notice.  I have been working with AMFA legal counsel Stanley Silverstone over the past several months to ensure our AMFA members receive their equal portion of the bankruptcy proceedings.

The most recent issue of the Grapevine was mailed to each AMFA member’s home in the final week of December. Although I thought the issue was error free a mistake on page 4 was recently pointed out to me and I take this opportunity to apologize to Airline Representative Mike Nelson from Local 32 in PHX who I mistakenly identified as Mike Young in the picture of the AMFA Negotiating Committee.  Mike, please accept my apology and know that I will make an extra effort in the future to ensure the names and the faces match correctly.

The next issue of the Grapevine will be distributed electronically April 1, 2009.  As in the last issue we would like to publish pictures and articles in our next issue from our members that would be of general interest to the entire Association. Please send your offerings to my e-mail address below.

One of my current duties is to work with AMFA’s Legislative Liaison Patrick Bateman who lives and works in Washington, DC.  Patrick took over Zack Peterson’s duties a few months back and is doing a nice job of carrying forward what Zack and the Local’s had been working on.  I work with Zack to ensure he has a means of communicating with the NEC and receiving feedback and direction for current and future efforts.  Look for a new Legislation on the Fly very soon as Patrick has been working closely with our friends in DC to get the Trade Adjustment Act (TAA) extended. (More details from Patrick)

Patrick is a great resource for us in DC, but by himself he can only do so much.  Patrick is most effective when he is able to work with you and your Senators or Representative.  Most congressional offices will immediately give Patrick a higher level of interest and respect when they realize that he is working with a person who can vote for them. Patrick would love to have you fly in and join him for a walk on Capitol Hill to visit your Congressmen and discuss the important issues facing our profession today.  If you are interested in planning a trip send me an e-mail at the address below.  

If you have any questions or concerns that you would like me to address please e-mail me at steve.macfarlane@amfanatl.org   

Be safe and look out for each other – The life you save may be your own.
