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Aircraft Mechanics Fraternal Association

National Office: 14001 E. Iliff Avenue, Suite 217  •  Aurora, CO 80014

Tel: 720-744-6630 •  Fax: 303-362-7736

March 31, 2010

To:
All AMFA Locals and Members 

Re:
National Safety & Standard Director’s Monthly Update for March 2010

Dear Members:

The beginning of March, proved to be a busy one. As the FAA Reauthorization Bill which had been dormant suddenly started to move towards a Senate vote. KTC and I quickly decided that a letter writing campaign would be the most effective and expedient method for senators to hear AMFA’s issues. I contacted the LPOCs and asked them to spring into action. On Wednesday March 10th KTC began writing custom letters addressed to key senators that would have an impact on the final drafting of the bill and to those that are on the Transportation Committee. The letters were e-mailed to the LPOCs, hand delivered to each member for their review, mailed to KTC and then personally delivered to each senator’s office. All this was accomplished in the course of 2-3 days. The LPOCs and their locals did a great job, given the time frame they had to work in.

ASAP issues continue to plague us. As I was consulted by one of the locals in regards to a recent LOI. The FAA continues to be inconsistent in their action against mechanics. Recently a mechanic was given a Letter of Certificate Action in which the FAA intends to suspend the individual’s license privileges for 90 days. The FAA seems to be blind, deaf or indifferent to the true definition of Human Factors and their intent to suspend the mechanic’s license is harsh and extreme given the circumstances.

In the middle of March I was able to enjoy a relaxing week of vacation as well as my birthday in San Diego with my family. 

Upon my return from vacation I had planned to attend an ASAP INFO SHARE in Houston, TX, but unfortunately I was bumped several times and subsequently had to cancel the trip all together. 

During the last week of March, National Director Louie Key and I traveled to D.C. to meet with KTC to discuss the status of the FAA Reauthorization Bill and strategize a plan of attack for the future. While in D.C. we also met with the NTSB and were taken on a tour of the facility where we spent some time in the metallurgy lab. Our visit proved to be a valuable one as we had the opportunity to meet with all of the chief investigators, at the same time continuing to strengthen AMFA’s relationship with the NTSB.  I can confidently say that the NTSB knows AMFA and have acknowledged how vital it has been to their investigations in the past to have had  trained and experienced technicians assist them.

Sincerely,
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